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Part 1: Background 

Introduction to the Upper Ovens Valley Landcare Group Environment 
Plan 

 

The Upper Ovens Valley Landcare Group (UOVLG) is part of the Ovens Landcare Network, which 
began in 1997 to help conserve and enhance the environment in the upper reaches of the Ovens 
Valley in North East Victoria.   

The UOVLG has a broad focus on care and restoration of public and private land, however in more 
recent times the focus has been on weed control and revegetation of riparian1 areas along the Ovens 
River between Porepunkah and Germantown, which is where the communities of Bright and 
Porepunkah and associated high-use riverine walking tracks are located.  This has aligned with State 
and Federal Government funding priorities and opportunities.  Much has been achieved in weed 
management and enhancement of vegetation quality through direct work and through engagement 
with other land management organisations.   

Other more recent priority activities have included water quality monitoring, support for local 
walking trails, and auspicing of the Friends of Germantown Streamside Reserve.  The UOVLG also 
engages with the local community at a stall at the local monthly ‘Make it, Bake it, Grow it’ Market in 
Bright.  The stall provides a forum to discuss local environment issues, advice and links regarding 
pest and weed control, planting guides for trees, shrubs and vegetables, referencing to sustainable 
farming practices and membership recruitment 

The UOVLG is now well established in the local community, and in the broader region through 
connections with regional land management organisations.  The group is in a position where long-
term strategic planning will help guide and focus resources, and ensure the full development and 
application of the Landcare approach, elements and principles (see page opposite).  This 
Environment Plan has been developed following the UOVLG Strategic Plan that prescribed the need 
for a plan to be developed in 2018‐2019 to guide and optimise value for investment for the future 
work done by the group for  the best environmental and community outcomes. 

This Plan uses available data and local knowledge to take stock of the environment of the Upper 
Ovens Valley and to define priority mechanisms and locations for UOVLG action over the coming 
decade.  The plan also aims to align broadly with Victoria’s 2037 Biodiversity Strategy (DELWP, 
2017), which sets a pathway for improving the health of the natural environment.   

                                                           
1
 Riparian areas are vegetation communities that occur adjacent to rivers, wetlands, and streams. 
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The development of this Environment Plan has required assessment of landscape history, 
environmental values, and challenges for environmental health, which have been examined through 
analysis of available data and through facilitated workshops.  The UOVLG acknowledges the funding 
support for the plan from the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning, the North East 
Catchment Management Authority and Alpine Shire Council. 

The Upper Ovens Valley 

The Upper Ovens valley is a diverse landscape in northeast Victoria with forested foothills comprised 
of wet and dry forests, high mountains, pristine rivers and streams, and narrow valleys.  The 
surrounding foothills, montane and alpine landscapes of the UOVLG area descend into the main 
Ovens Valley, the Buckland Valley, and the Wandiligong Valley.   

Whilst the foothills, montane and alpine areas contain largely intact vegetation (with the exception 
of pine plantations in the foothills surrounding Bright and Porepunkah), the valley floors support a 
mosaic of remnant vegetation, pine plantation forestry, diverse agricultural holdings, towns and 
villages, and the rivers and headwaters that flow into the Murray-Darling Basin. The climate is 
temperate, with warm to hot and dry summers and cold wetter winters.  Average rainfall is 
1,100mm annually with most rain in Spring. 

History 

Northern Victoria is home to many First Nations and the Traditional Owners have occupied and 
cared for the Upper Ovens Valley country for many thousands of years.  

The riparian areas and valley floors provided rich resources and pathways for movements between 
the alpine areas and lower plains and Tradional Owners maintain an ongoing spiritual and cultural 
connection to the Upper Ovens area. 

The Landcare Approach 

The Landcare approach, as defined in the Department of Agriculture and Water Resources Framework for 
Landcare, is based on the philosophy that people from all communities and cultures can take responsibility for the 
health of Australia’s environmental assets. (Australian Framework for Landcare Reference Group, 2010) 

It is: 

• A locally-driven approach to local issues 
• Active participation and leadership by individuals, groups and networks 
• Appreciation of our natural environment and promotion of ecologically sustainable development 
• Respect for local knowledge 
• Research and development 
• Access to technical knowledge and expertise 
• Integrated management systems —economic, social, cultural and environmental 
• Treatment of the causes of environmental degradation as well as the symptoms and measuring 

outcomes 
• Local action on global problems 
• Communication of Landcare internationally 
• Contribution to the development of government policies and programs. 
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In 1853 gold was found in the Upper Ovens Valley which prompted an influx of thousands of 
artisanal miners.  Through deforestation of the riparian zone of the rivers and tributaries and 
extensive ‘paddock’ sluicing of alluvial flats using water delivered by hand-dug stream diversions and 
water races, the landscape was highly modified.  The development of water monitors2 whereby high-
level alluvial river terraces could be processed, and extensive mechanical dredging around the start 
of the 20th century significantly altered the geological and hydrological structures of the Valley.  The 
impact was so great that’s it is unlikely that these riparian areas will ever return to their pre mining 
era condition. 

In the early decades of the 20th century gold mining gave way to first native forestry, and then 
plantation pine forestry, on the foothills around Bright, Porepunkah and Wandiligong.  Agriculture 
became more prevalent on the valley floors, developing from market gardens and livestock grazing 
to service miners into a mix of tobacco, nuts, berries and apples, hops and some dairy.  After the 
decline and subsequent closure of tobacco production in 2006, former tobacco land has been 
dedicated to more extensive viticulture, olives, nut estates, and pasture.  (Alpine Shire Heritage 
Network, 2018) 

Contemporary Upper Ovens Valley Landscape and Communities 

Today the valley floors and foothills immediately adjacent to the valleys support plantation forestry, 
viticulture and small agricultural holdings with a thriving nature, food, and wine tourism industry.  
Together these compose 8% of land in the area, with the remaining 92% of area made up of public 
land that includes surrounding State Forests and National Parks in the surrounding foothills and 
mountains.   

Towns include Bright, Porepunkah, Ovens, Wandiligong and Harrietville.  Districts include Eurobin, 
Buckland Valley, Freeburg, Germantown and Smoko.  The combined population of these 
communities is 4,400 (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2019), with the highest population located in 
Bright (2,400), followed by Porepunkah (900).   

Upper Ovens landscapes are highly valued in the community for lifestyle and recreation for those 
that reside here, and for economic benefit through tourism.  In the 2016 census accommodation and 
food services accounted for 758 jobs across the Alpine Shire, which represents 14% of all 
employment and the highest proportion of jobs supported by a single industry.  In comparison, 
agriculture and forestry accounted for 495 jobs (9%).  Tourism North East states that tourism 
accounts for 20% of total regional Gross Domestic Product (Tourism North East, 2016).  

Tourism visitation to the region is primarily for natural landscapes.  Tourism North East’s High 
Country brand focusses on “mountain adventures and a sense of discovery within a stunning and 
diverse natural environment” (Tourism North East, 2016).  Four of the five pillars that support the 
tourism economy are based on landscape and nature: Cycle tourism; food, wine, beer; snow; and 
nature-based experience (Tourism North East, 2016). The community is therefore heavily dependent 
on a healthy environment for the picturesque landscape and recreation opportunities it offers for 
the lifestyle and livelihoods of residents and visitors, however unmanaged tourism and recreational 
use can have an impact on the environment.  This balance needs to be carefully managed. 

 

 

                                                           
2
 Water monitors are high-pressure water jets created using a nozzle. 
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Upper Ovens Valley Catchment and Environment 

The landscape and vegetation 

The vegetation of the Upper Ovens Valley is highly influenced by altitude, with distinct vegetation 
changes occurring as altitude increases, temperatures decrease, and soil types change.  The valley 
floors, while mostly cleared, have remnant Riparian forests mainly of Manna Gum, Candlebark, 
Mountain Swamp Gum with some River Red Gum and scattered woodlands and paddock trees on 
private land. At higher valley elevations there are some notable occurrences of Black Sallee and 
Omeo Gum.   

The lower foothills of the Upper Ovens Landcare area are charactarised by vast forests. These 
commonly comprise, on wetter aspects,  Narrow-leaf Peppermint, and on drier aspects, Broad-leaf 
Peppermint, Long-leafed Box, Apple Box, Red Stringybark, Candlebark, and Brittle Gum. The are 
some notable occurances of Red Box on the limits of their range.  Just below 1000 metres above sea 
level the tall wet Alpine Ash forests become prevalent in a distinct band, which yield to Montane 
forests of Mountain and Snow Gum at around 1300 metres above sea level.  At around 1400 metres 
above sea level these give way to snow gum woodlands, alpine grasslands, and herbfields. This sub 
alpine and alpine vegetation  can occur as a mosaic as on the Mount Buffalo plateau or as distinct 
alpine peaks emerging above the tree line such as the summits of Mount Feathertop and Mount 
Hotham soaring above 1800 metres of elevation.   

Appendix one lists the 30 most common species (mostly understorey species) found in Victorian 
Biodiversity Atlas flora records. 

 

Vegetation of the Upper Ovens 

The table below identifies some of the common or significant tree species found in the Upper 
Ovens by both common namesand scientific name. 

Common Name Scientific Name 

 Manna Gum 

 Candlebark Gum 

 Mountain Swamp Gum 

 River Red Gum 

 Black Sallee (Black Sally) 

 Omeo Gum 

 Catkin Wattle 

 Narrow-leaf Peppermint 

 Broad-leaf Peppermint 

 Long-leafed Box 

 Apple Box 

 Red Stringybark 

 Brittle Gum 

 Mountain Gum 

 Snow Gum 

 Eucalyptus viminalis 

 Eucalyptus rubida 

 Eucalyptus camphora subsp. Humeana 

 Eucalyptus camaldulensis 

 Eucalyptus stellulata 

 Eucalyptus neglecta 

 Acacia dallachiana 

 Eucalyptus radiata 

 Eucalyptus dives 

 Eucalyptus goniocalyx 

 Eucalyptus bridgesiana 

 Eucalyptus macrorhyncha 

 Eucalyptus mannifera 

 Eucalyptus cypellocarpa 

 Eucalyptus pauciflora 
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Significant vegetation communities and fauna species 

The Upper Ovens catchment contains important native fish populations, wetlands, and vegetation 
communities, environmentally significant fresh water meadows and shallow fresh water marshes 
and a wide variety of threatened remnant Ecological Vegetation Classes3 linked to the river and the 
flood plain.  

There are 50 threatened species recorded in the Upper Ovens Valley and  over 10 vegetation 
communities classified as endangered, vulnerable or depleted;  (see Appendix 2).   Seven of these 
significant  vegetation communities  are in the Riparian Area comprising three and a half percent of 
vegetation of the Upper Ovens Valley.   They  include the endangered Swampy Woodland, the 
vulnerable  Swampy Riparian Woodland and Mountain Valley Riparian Woodland and the depleted 
Riparian Forest/Swampy Riparian Woodland/Riparian Shrubland/Riverine Escarpment Scrub Mosaic 
EVC’s.  These endangered, vulnerable or depleted  riparian vegetation areas are important habitat 
for fauna that provide breeding grounds, protection, and access to water.  The same riparian 
vegetation areas are also critical for maintaining healthy waterways and water quality, both of which 
depend on quality vegetation to maintain water flow and health.   

Riparian areas are critical in supporting catchment fauna. The Upper Ovens catchment fauna is 
diverse and comprises over 150 native bird species and approximately 40 native mammal species 
and 10 native frog species.  The environment also supports a wide array of insects, reptiles and 
fungi.  Common mammal species include the Eastern Grey Kangaroo, Black Wallaby , Common 
Wombat and Platypus.  Locally threatened fauna species include the Alpine Tree Frog, Grey 
Goshawk, Powerful Owl, Diamond Firetail, White-throated Needletail, Greater Glider, Long-footed 
Potoroo, Eastern Pygmy Possum, Trout Cod and Golden Sun Moth.  (See Appendix 2 for a complete 
listing). 

The river 

The Upper Ovens valley includes the top reaches of the Ovens River and its tributaries.  Major 
tributaries include the Eurobin Creek, Buckland River, Morses Creek, and the East and West Ovens 
Rivers.  Minor tributaries include Snowy Creek Robert’s Creek,  German Creek and One Mile Creek.  
Collectively these are the headwaters of the Ovens Catchment, which is one of the catchments of 
the Murray Darling Basin. (Murray Darling Basin Authority, 2018)  The Ovens Catchment contributes 
6% of the Murray Darling Basin water from a relatively small 0.7% of the total basin land area.   

The Upper Ovens River is the only Victorian unregulated river in the Murray system and its seasonal 
flows support a myriad of important species and habitats.   

The Upper Ovens catchment empties into the Lower Ovens, which is protected within the Warby-
Ovens National Park and is home to a range of significant species and wetland habitats.  Fish species 
of conservation significance include Murray Spiny Crayfish, Mountain Galaxias, Trout Cod, Macquarie 
Perch and Murray Cod. Trout Cod and Macquarie Perch are the result of successful re-introduction 
programs. 

Rivers and streams of the Upper Ovens catchment flow through valley landscapes of communities, 
farmland, and areas of remnant vegetation that have re-established since mining on the valley floor 
ceased early in the 20th century.  These riparian areas of vegetation are very important in that they 
provide critical protection of waterways and in-stream fauna, improve water quality, stabilise river 
banks, and provide access to waterways for wildlife.  However these vegetated areas adjacent to 

                                                           
3
 Environmental Vegetation Classes (EVCs) describe like areas of vegetation by describing typical species 

present and typical vegetation structure.  
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rivers do need care and attention to ensure they can function as well as possible.  Past mining means 
that vegetation communities on the valley floor are often fragmented, having established in gravelly 
and rocky soils that are subject to weed infestation and soil erosion.   

 

 

The Upper Ovens River is the only Victorian unregulated river in the Murray system and its seasonal flows 

support a myriad of important species and habitats. 

 

Protecting Victoria’s Environment – Biodiversity 2037 

The Victorian Government recognises that biodiversity is in decline and many plants and animals are 
under pressure from a range of threats.  Written in 2017, P          V       ’  E           – 
Biodiversity 2037 (DELWP, 2017) is a State-wide plan to care for and protect the natural 
environment.   

Why protect biodiversity 

Protecting V       ’  E           – Biodiversity 2037 recognises the following benefits of 
biodiversity 

• The environment gives us life-sustaining services. 
• The natural environment is Victoria’s biggest tourist attraction. 
• The resilience of key sectors of the economy is dependent on the health of natural capital. 
• The natural environment is fundamental to the cultural practices of Traditional Owners and 

Aboriginal Victorians. 
• Health and wellbeing of individuals is supported by the natural environment. 
• A resilient environment can help reduce impacts of climate change. 
• Biodiversity has a right to exist. 
• Biodiversity is an important part of the identity of Victorians. 
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Part 2: The Environment Plan 

The Rationale 

Development Process 

This Plan has been prepared by the UOVLG and is intended to identify and guide works and 
engagement priorities for the group for ten years.  The Plan has been developed through a process 
undertaken in 2018 that included data analysis and comunity consultation via the following steps: 

1. Preparation and analysis of a local Geographic Information System (GIS) project that includes 
information on species records, ecological vegetation communities’ conservation status, fire 
history, community values, past history of environmental works, and land tenure.  The GIS is 
an important decision-support tool that has been used to identify Focal Areas.  

2. A community forum to gather data on environmental attributes that the community value 
and community perception of ecological threats. 

3. A UOVLG workshop that used information in the previous steps and local environmental 
experience to identify key areas of focus for the UOVLG. 
 

Parks Victoria, Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning, Alpine Shire Council and the 
North East Catchment Management Authority were involved in Step 2, above, with the North East 
Catchment Management Authority also involved in Step 3.  

Information gathered in these three steps has been used to inform the values, challenges and 
strategies that form this Environment Plan.   

Values and Assets 

Riparian Vegetation 

The UOVLG has identified that riparian vegetation in the UOVLG area is the major local asset 
requiring management intervention by the group.  The environmental data and information 
collected from community indicate that a large proportion of local environmental values are located 
in riparian areas, or rely on healthy streamside vegetation; and because riparian vegetation 
communities are most degraded and vulnerable to environmental threats.   

The importanceof riparian areas are summarised as: 

1. Riparian areas support a diverse range of flora species.  Flora species are valued as being 
essential elements of local vegetation communities and a critical component of what makes the 
natural landscape look and function the way it does.  In addition, the relative area of riparian 
vegetation communities is much smaller, meaning these vegetation communities are 
comparatively rare by nature of their geography.  This is clearly visible in mapping of EVCs, 
where the majority of endangered, vulnerable or depleted EVCs occur in the riparian Area. 
(Figure 1, below and Appendix 2).  Riparian areas require protection and enhancement to 
improve value of these relatively small areas of diverse flora. 

2. Two tree species – Omeo Gum and River Red Gum, have been identified by the UOVLG as being 
locally high-value species requiring habitat enhancement.  Presence of big trees is an important 
part of vegetation communities provides an environment that supports growth of many other 
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flora and fauna species that require the shade and protection of large trees. Both Omeo Gum 
and River Red Gum occur on river flats of the Upper Ovens Valley. 

3. Riparian areas support land-based fauna species that need access to water in rivers.  Native 
wildlife is a valued component of natural areas. They play an important role in managing seed 
dispersal, vegetation structure, and soil health.  Riparian vegetation helps with movement of 
wildlife, particularly where there are corridors of vegetation across the valleys and up and down 
rivers and streams. The platypus is present in local waterways and requires stable stream banks 
and healthy streams to survive.  The platypus has been identified as an important faunal species 
to showcase and help educate community about the importance of healthy riparian vegetation 
communities.   

 

 

Figure 1: Endangered, vulnerable and depleted EVCs in the Upper Ovens Valley as indictaed by green 
and red 

4. Riparian vegetation enhances water quality. Upper Ovens’ rivers and streams are an extremely 
important environmental asset, supporting water availability for downstream communities and 
ecosystems and local wildlife – both in-stream and land-based.  Without healthy riparian 
vegetation water quality diminishes.   

5. Community values expressed during the UOVLG Community Forum heavily emphasised riparian 
areas.  Community responses indicated that recreation assets, many of which are located around 
rivers and streams such as water holes and river walks, influenced this. Residents felt connected 
to riparian and in-stream wildlife and vegetation because these areas are accessible and well 
used.  Enhancing environmental values in riparian areas will also serve to improve community’s 
connection to nature.  
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Focal areas 

The UOVLG are has undertaken a data analysis project of the group’s GIS database to analyse where 
there are priority areas for projects that enhance vegetation in the Upper Ovens.  Most of the 
locations identified are in riparian areas, consistent with vegetation patches that require 
intervention to maintain ecosystem health.   

The analysis used the following parameters to assess where work to enhance vegetation will have 
the most value: 

 Presence of endangered, threatened, rare or vulnerable EVC type. 

 Connections to larger vegetation areas and reserves to support biodiversity corridors along 
streams and across valleys. 

 Presence of Omeo Gum or River Red Gum vegetation communities (Riparian Forest). 

 Presence or absence of weeds. 

 Previous investment in management. 

 Condition (Where known). 

 Community perceived importance. 

The completed analysis identified Focal Areas for future investment in vegetation enhancement 
works by UOVLG.  Focal Areas are described in the Actions section below and are mapped in 
Attachment  1.   

 

Black Wallaby  
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Threats and Challenges 

Participants in the UOVLG workshop and community forum identified a range of threats to local 
native vegetation.  Weeds, habitat fragmentation, human impacts, climate change, and, increasingly, 
hard-hoofed ungulates put riparian areas under pressure and decrease overall resilience of these 
fragile vegetation communities.   

Pest plants 

Common, well-established weed species in the Upper Ovens valley include blackberry and willow.  
These species are widespread in riparian areas throughout the region and often significantly alter 
streamside vegetation.  Blackberry thickets choke native plant species, turn habitat into understorey 
monocultures, and make it difficult or impossible for small mammals to move through the 
understorey and access rivers.  Willows form dense tree thickets along streams and rivers and are 
unstable, frequently falling into and across waterways and changing river dynamics, as well as 
inhibiting access to water for fauna.   

There are several emerging large woody weed species such as Box Elder (Acer negundo), Sycamore 
Maple (Acer pseudoplatanus), Sycamore (Platanus occidentalis), and Poplar (Cottonwood – Populus 
spp.) that are becoming established and that have great potential for invasion of riparian areas. 
English Broom is isolated (significant around Harrietville and pine plantations) but also has great 
potential for invasion as evidenced in the Mitta Valley above Dartmouth dam, which is similar to the 
Ovens Valley.  English Broom can invade high alpine areas, particularly after fire, but can be 
contained if efforts are put in early. 

Pest animals 

Hard-hoofed animals such as wild deer and goats can also disturb ground cover and create tracks 
and wallows that decrease canopy and understorey cover.  These same activities increase soil 
disturbance and create erosion that impacts water quality and in-stream health.  Deer and goats can 
also browse new plants heavily and can have a significant impact, along with rabbits, on 
revegetation plantings. 

Fragmentation and Development 

As has been discussed previously, the valley floors of the Upper Ovens valley have been historically 
fragmented and disrupted, with many contemporary areas of riparian vegetation consisting of 
secondary growth4.  Riparian vegetation often consists of long narrow ribbons immediately adjacent 
to waterways, interspersed with larger patches.  In some places riparian vegetation is entirely absent 
with open pasture to the edge of rivers and streams.   

Further fragmentation of vegetation on the valley floors undermines resilience of these fragile 
systems.  Human activities such as informal camping, farming in and around unfenced vegetated 
areas, and track creation through bush can decrease vegetation cover in an already fragmented 
landscape.  

New developments such as the Bright to Harrietville bike trail will have benefits for the community 
and will promote general awareness of the Upper Ovens environment, but planning needs to take 
into account potential impacts on remnant vegetation.   

                                                           
4
 Secondary growth is vegetation that has established on previously cleared landscapes.  It generally consists of 

a thicker understorey, lower and sparser canopy cover, and fewer large trees and hollow logs than primary 
vegetation that has had many years to reach an equilibrium in vegetation structure. 
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Climate Change 

Stress from climate change impacts is overlaid on these threats that undermine the resilience of 
vegetation communities on the valley floors in the Upper Ovens.  Increased hot weather events and 
droughts, and disrupted rain regimes are likely to significantly alter the existing soil moisture profile 
in the Upper Ovens.  This will have considerable impact on vegetation, including revegetaion, that is 
already under stress, and that requires a higher soil moisture content to survive summers. It is likely 
that the composition of local riparian vegetation will change to favour species that are more drought 
tolerant and prefer a drier landscape.   

The stress of a lower soil moisture content in riparian areas is compounded by an increased 
likelihood of fire events and an increased likelihood of extreme rain events that may result in 
increased loss of soil cover, erosion, and instances of flooding.  Clearly vegetation recovery is 
inhibited when fires occur frequently in the landscape.  The way extreme rain events impact 
vegetation varies dramatically across the landscape.  Some areas may see sediment deposition that 
improves soil fertility and increases growth.  Other areas may lose vegetation in erosion events.  
Riparian systems are adapted to recovering from such events but increased instances of severe 
weather may inhibit recovery and change vegetation structure in localised areas.   

UOVLG recognises these threats and aims to act to help reduce impacts from threats in the Upper 
Ovens region.  Part of this will occur as a process of vegetation enhancement projects – revegetation 
cannot occur without concurrently addressing the threats that may impact the success of plantings.  
Other work to reduce impacts of threats is generic and conducted across the landscape.  This 
includes engagement processes, education and partnerships that aim to reduce impacts of threats 
across a range of user groups and managers.   

 

 

Dredging the Ovens River near Harrietville; Destroyed Riparian Area  
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Strategies and Actions 

Vision 

Riparian vegetation communities are diverse and resilient, protecting water quality for 
native fish and platypus and ensuring access and freedom of movement for wildlife along 
river corridors and across valleys. 

Strategies 

Five broad strategies will guide the work of the UOVLG.  These are:  

1. Working to enhance environmental values. 

2. Working to protect environmental values from threats. 

3. Working with others to maximise benefits and efficiencies. 

4. Generating awareness in the community. 

5. Monitoring, evaluating, and learning. 

For each strategy there are a series of outcomes and actions that work to achieve the overarching 
strategy.   

Strategy 1: Working to enhance environmental values 

Working to enhance environmental values is about improving and expanding native vegetation in 
the Upper Ovens to improve biodiversity values and environmental health.  This will mainly be 
achieved through weed management and replanting projects in Focal Areas identified below.  Most, 
but not all, Focal Areas will fall in riparian zones. 

Victoria’s Biodiversity Plan, P          V       ’  E           – Biodiversity 2037 (DELWP, 2017), 
states that biodiversity investment should focus on prevention rather than crisis response.  For this 
reason, actions that aim to improve biodiversity outcomes more broadly through improving 
ecological systems and biodiversity communities are preferred.  The UOVLG have identified that in 
the Upper Ovens, prevention is about improving resilience through connecting remnant vegetation 
and through protecting native vegetation from weeds.   

The table below identifies the actions and outcomes the UOVLG can play a role in delivering to 
enhance environmental values in the Upper Ovens Valley. 

Outcomes 

1. There is a better understanding of ecological attributes and local biodiversity within the 
Upper Ovens, particularly the riparian areas, and the UOVLG GIS records these values. 

2. Focal Areas are identified that represent high community and environmental values to 
prioritise investment. 

3. High value old-growth and significant tree species across Public Land and private property 
are identified and enhanced. 

4. There is improved landscape connectivity for wildlife to freely move between large tracts of 
forest and the river. 

5. Habitat of threatened species is improved, including water habitat of threatened fish. 
6. Environmental values at popular recreation sites are protected and enhanced. 
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Action Areas 

1. Further develop the UOVLG GIS application to achieve the following: 

a. Identification of frequently burned sites.  

b. Identification of areas where there are likely to be threatened species and where 
habitat protection is likely to have high value. 

c. Continue to record past environmental works conducted by UOVLG and other 
organisations so future work can improve and maintain past investment. 

2. Identify Focal Areas that prioritise future investment by UOVLG. 

3. Survey and record data from Focal Areas including data on high-value species and their 
presence in the landscape.  Eg. River Red Gums and Hemp-bush has been identified 
locally in Morses Creek area but is not in any data record.  Add to GIS and further refine 
priority Focal Areas.  Records of large old-growth trees are not common in vegetation 
datasets. 

4. Monitor funding opportunities and seek funding to roll out vegetation enhancement 
projects at sites within identified Focal Areas as described in Table 1, below. 

5. Continue to visit and maintain sites where weed control and revegetation has been 
carried out by UOVLG  until they are self sustaining. 

6. Engage with NECMA and DELWP in regard to in-stream fish habitat and releases and 
monitoring of Trout Cod and Macquarie Perch. 

7. Use the GIS application and local knowledge to identify where priority focal locations are 
on private property and identify and work with private landholders to protect and 
enhance these areas.   

a. Addresses of properties can be found using the Alpine Shire Council interactive 
mapping tool.   

b. Community engagement and Council assistance will help identify private 
landowners to engage in protection of Omeo and Red Gums. 

c. Protection on private land will involve a combination of fencing, usage covenants, 
weed management, and revegetation. 

8. Work to protect environmental values in areas of recreational use.  

a. Advocate to DELWP and Parks Victoria to manage impacts of campsites by 
maintaining buffer zones that protect rivers from impacts of campsites. 

b. Support riverside protection works at the Germantown Streamside Reserve. 

c. Advocate and support work to improve natural values of heavily used recreation 
areas. Eg: Canyon and Cherry Walk – Porepunkah to Freeburg along the Ovens 
River. 
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Strategy 2: Working to protect against threats 

Both workshop participants and participants in the community open day identified similar profound 
threats to the Upper Ovens Valley ecology and landscape.  These included willows, blackberry, deer, 
and fire. Willows, blackberry and deer are of particular threat to riparian vegetation and to 
waterways and, potentially, to water quality.  Actions and outcomes that the UOVLG can undertake 
to protect from threats are outlined in Strategy two.   

Outcomes 

1. Rivers are better protected from willows and other riparian weeds. 
2. Blackberry in the Upper Ovens Valley is contained, and key environmental assets are 

protected. 
3. Threats from deer in the landscape and management tools are better understood among 

community and landholders. 
4. Riparian and other remnant vegetation is better protected from wildfires. 

 

Action Areas 

1. Engagement with private landholders with remnant riparian and other vegetation types on 
their property or adjacent to public land through provision of information to encourage 
weed control on private property, reduction or elimination of grazing pressure, and 
revegetation.  This action requires engagement with Alpine Shire Council to work 
collaboratively to establish communication with landholders with remnant vegetation on 
or adjacent to their land. 

2. Engage with public and private land managers to encourage action to address  condition of 
Focal Areas for weed control, re‐vegetation and other actions identified in Strategy 1. 

3. Education and advocacy to help ensure that pesticides used in management of riparian 
weeds does not run-off into rivers. 

4. Advocate for, or champion, a ‘whole of valley’ approach to blackberry management, 
engaging with and learning from the Upper Murray Blackberry Action Group.  

5. Establish trials of best practice and cost effective deer exclusion methods in Landcare 
revegetation projects and make data and results available to other land managers. 

6. Provide information for landholders on management of deer on properties.  This action 
should include engagement with Upper Murray Landcare, who have developed an 
information packet for land owners on deer management. 

7. Engage with DELWP during development of local burn plans in the Ovens Valley. 
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Strategy 3: Working with others to maximise benefits and 
efficiencies in environmental management 

Participants in the UOVLG planning workshop identified that one of Landcare’s key roles is to partner 
with other land managers on public and private land to work together to achieve identified 
environmental outcomes for the area.   

Partnerships, cross-tenure management strategies, and complementery investment are all 
approaches to biodiversity management that are prioritised in Victoria’s Biodiversity Plan, Protecting 
V       ’  E           – Biodiversity 2037 (DELWP, 2017). Strategy three identifies the key local land 
managers and some important ways UOVLG can partner with others to protect environmental 
values. 

Outcomes 

1. UOVLG have stronger and more extensive partnerships with land managers  
2. UOVLG is assisting land managers in re-vegetation and health of popular recreation areas. 
3. UOVLG is engaging with other sectors of the community to improve participation in 

biodiversity protection. 

 

Action Areas 

1. Advocate for the establishment of a community conservation partnership such as the 
Conservation Management Network model.  The partnership would be comprised of all 
local land managers and the community and will work collaboratively to share resources, 
knowledge, and information and to target investment in habitat restoration and weed 
management on public and private land.  Advocate for  NECMA to auspice the partnerhip. 

2. Work in partnership with public and private landholders in the management and 
improvement of the biodiversity condition of Focal Areas. 

3. Encourage involvement in Citizen Science projects such as FLUKER posts (an online picture 
monitoring app), Waterwatch, Australian Platypus Monitoring Network (APMN). 

4. Identify key camping spots, including free campsites along the Ovens River catchment 
where active management is required to protect riparian vegetation, buffer the 
watercourse, and manage weeds, rubbish, and water quality.  Advocate for better 
management of campsites and work with DELWP to assist where practicable.  

5. Work with HVP to reduce the impact of pine plantations on hillsides and encourage native 
vegetation plantings in gullies and buffer zones to improve biodiversity values. 

6. Encourage development of paths and interpretive information, including environmental 
protection information such as ‘take rubbish home’ and ‘danger of plastic’ signage, of 
natural and cultural values at key recreation sites. 

7. Involve schools and other key stakeholders in planting days. 

8. Engage private landholders to further protect environmental values and manage threats 
across the region.   
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Key stakeholders of the UOVLG include: 

 HVP (biodiversity buffers and landscape values). 

 Tronoh Dredge CoM (identify synergies between groups around revegetation and weed 
control and identify opportunities for collaborative funding). 

 NECMA, Parks Victoria, DELWP, Alpine Shire Council. 
o Understand on-ground work and where UOVLG can add value. 
o Gather knowledge from NECMA on past work. 
o Deer management and management of illegal shooting. 

 Private landholders (identify priority areas to target private landholders adjoining public land 
containing important biodiversity values or a role in connectivity).  

 
 
 

The Upper Ovens Valley from Mt Buffalo National Park  
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Strategy 4: Generating awareness 

Landcare plays an important role in engaging and educating community on local environmental 
values and assets. Greater interest among residents and tourists in local environmental outcomes, 
and shared messages and focus, will help to generate more on-ground protection and resources for 
management.   

Educating community to understand the value of the environment and to want to protect 
biodiversity, and offering opportunities for people to be involved in managing biodiversity, are key 
features of Protecting V       ’  E           – Biodiversity 2037 (DELWP, 2017).  Strategy four 
identifies some actions UOVLG can take to help generate awareness and understanding of key 
environmental assets and threats in the local area.  

Outcomes 

1. Information on natural values and how to protect them is available and distributed to 
community and landholders. 

2. UOVLG has a ‘champion’ species to appeal to the public and generate awareness on 
biodiversity and water values and threats. 

3. UOVLG is known and valued by the community as a relevant conservation organisation in 
the Upper Ovens Valley. 

 

Action Areas 

1. Pursue designation of the Platypus as a ‘champion species’ and indicator of a healthy 
environment. 

a. Liaise with Platypus Conservancy to help roll out the Australian Platypus Monitoring 
Network in the Upper Ovens. 

b. Create a platypus symbol and slogan to attach to education materials that links 
platypus to the protection of riparian vegetation. 

2. Generate awareness through leading community activities such as market stalls, guided 
walks and where funding is available, interpretive material. 

3. Develop and maintain education materials: 

a. Riparian and general brochures, banners highlighting values, actions and strategies. 

b. Effective spraying – where and why. 

c. Options for deer control and exclusion. 

 

Other information mechanisms to support Landcare messaging include:  

 Tourist information pamphlets 

 Banners and posters for public events and the Bright ‘Make it, Bake it, Grow it’ market 

 Placards at community notice boards in towns, including at the Bright Rotunda 

 Community Radio 

 Landcare Signage 
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Important networks of UOVLG that can be used to disseminate information include: 

 Alpine Shire Council. 

 Garden Club. 

 HVP. 

 Bright Community Garden. 

 Alpine Observer. 

 School newsletters. 

 Facebook community. 

 Fishing clubs. 

 

 

 

UOVLG members planting trees and shrubs in Ovens River – Buckland confluence  



Upper Ovens Valley Environment Plan 2019 - 2019 Page 22 
 

Strategy 5: Monitoring, evaluating and learning 

Over the years UOVLG have conducted a number of projects throughout the Upper Ovens area.  
These have included revegetation work and weed clearing.  The success of different projects is not 
well understood.   

Strategy five recognises the importance of better understanding and knowledge of what has worked 
and what has not for achieving value and success in future projects and management intervention.   

 

Outcomes 

1. The history of management interventions and necessary follow-up is well understood and 
factored into future projects and works. 

 

Action Areas 

1. Build monitoring of revegetation projects into funding applications and project plans. 

2. Record historical data through knowledge gathering from key local residents and regional 
land management agencies. 

3. Work with NECMA to establish the most effective portal for recording past and present 
environmental works and biodiversity knowledge and bring up to date with previous 
works. 

4. Visit past re-vegetation and weed management sites and assess success rates and failure 
rates and causes.  Build monitoring into grant applications. 

 

 

Feral deer destroy vegetation in sub alpine & alpine regions of Upper Ovens Valley Catchment 
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Focal Areas 

Focal Areas identify areas where the UOVLG will focus its efforts. This doesn’t mean that work may not be carried out in other areas to align with strategies, 
however focal areas have been identified as the priority to achieve the vision.  The Focal Areas include both public and private land and mapped  on 
Attachment 1. 

Table 1:Priority Focal Areas; see also Map in Attachment 1. 

Focal Area Issues and Attributes Actions 

1. Bright Connections: Ovens 
River between Roberts Creek 
and Germantown. 

Heavily utilised for recreation and valued by 
community. 

Significant past investment by UOVLG and other land 
managers. 

Investment in revegetation and trial of deer protection 
mechanisms for plantings. 

Excellent opportunities for community education and 
generating awareness. 

Endangered and vulnerable EVCs.  Predominantly 
Swampy Riparian Woodland and Riparian Forest/ 
Swampy Riparian Woodland Mosaic.  Least concern 
Herb-rich Foothill Forest and Riparian Forest also 
common in the area.   

Connection with Friends of Germantown Streamside 
Reserve. 

 Continued weed management. 

 Continued investment in weed control at the German 
Creek/Ovens River confluence to optimise conditions to 
obtain good data from the trial. 

 Vegetation improvement along Cherry Walk. 

 Vegetation improvement on south/west riverbank south 
of Bright. 

 Follow up on previous work sites 

 Work with Alpine Shire and DELWP 

 Develop an action plan for the focal area 
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Focal Area Issues and Attributes Actions 

2. Mount Buffalo Connections: 
Ovens/Buckland Confluence 
and Eurobin Creek. 

Good opportunities to connect large vegetated areas 
across the valley and connections to Mt Buffalo NP to 
the river 

Confluence of two major rivers and two mountain 
streams provides good opportunity for vegetation to 
enhance water quality and for biodiversity connections. 

Presence of Omeo Gum at three sites along Buckland 
River. 

Endangered, vulnerable and depleted EVCs – Swampy 
Woodland, Riparian Forest, Riparian Forest/Swampy 
Riparian Woodland/Riparian Shrubland/Riverine 
Escarpment Scrub Mosaic with a small amount of 
Valley Grassy Forest and Grassy Dry Forest near the 
south side of Eurobin Creek and Ovens River 
confluence.   

 Engagement with private landowners and with DELWP 
and Parks Victoria to protect remnant vegetation across 
land tenures.  

 Ground-truth vegetation condition. 

 Investment in weed management. 

 Re-vegetation. 

 Develop an action plan for the focal area 

3. Eurobin Gullies Good opportunities to connect large vegetated areas. 

Connection of Buffalo National Park to the Ovens River. 

Endangered, depleted and vulnerable EVCs. One small 
patch of Floodplain Wetland Aggregate EVC in Eurobin 
at the confluence of several gullies on the north bank 
of the Ovens River. 

Mountain Valley Riparian Woodland, Swampy 
Woodland, Grassy Dry Forests, and Herb-rich Foothill 
Forests also found here. 

 Engagement with private landowners to protect 
remnant vegetation on private land.  

 Ground-truth vegetation condition. 

 Investment in weed management. 

 Re-vegetation. 

 Develop an action plan for the focal area 
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Focal Area Issues and Attributes Actions 

4. Buckland River/Devils Creek Ecologically isolated piece and corridor vegetation 
enhancement. 

Sections of shallow Buckland River that are exposed to 
open farmland. 

Missing connections across the valley and between 
pieces of Mt Buffalo National Park. 

Vulnerable EVCs predominantly Riparian Forest 
/Swampy Riparian Woodland Mosaic.  Herb-rich 
Foothill Forest also present. 

 Engagement with private landowners to protect 
remnant vegetation on private land. 

 Ground-truth vegetation condition. 

 Investment in weed management. 

 Re-vegetation. 

 Develop an action plan for the focal area 

5. Morses Creek habitat survey 
and protection. 

Heavily utilised for recreation and valued by 
community. 

Observed high quality and diverse vegetation.  

Under threat from high-use and pressure from 
surrounding areas of pines and weed incursions. 

Mainly Riparian Forest and Herb-rich Foothill Forest 
EVCs. 

 Ground-truth survey of Morses Creek vegetation 
between Wandiligong and Bright. 

 Weed management to protect high-quality vegetation. 

 Develop an action plan for the focal area 

6. Ovens River/Stony Creek 
confluence 

Existing investment in riparian vegetation 
improvement. 

Vulnerable EVCs.  Swampy Riparian Woodland, Riparian 
Forest/Swampy Riparian Woodland Mosaic, and Least 
Concern Damp Forest and Herb-rich Foothill Forest 
present in this area.   

 Investment in weed management. 

 Revegetation to widen the riparian area. 

 Grazing management. 

 Engagement with public and private land managers to 
protect riparian vegetation. 

 Develop an action plan for the focal area 
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Glossary 

 

DELWP  Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning 

EVC  Environmental Vegetation Class 

GIS  Geographical Information System 

HVP  HVP Plantations  (formerly Hancock Victorian Plantations) 

NECMA  North-East Catchment Management Authority 

Riparian (zone) Interface between rivers and streams and surrounding land 

UOVLG  Upper Ovens Valley Landcare Group
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Appendix 1 –Flora species recorded in Upper Ovens Valley5 

Thirty most common species in the Victorian Biodiversity Atlas 

Common Name Sci. Name Species Count 

Handsome Flat-pea   Platylobium formosum s.l. 169 

Austral Bracken   Pteridium esculentum 88 

Broad-leaf Peppermint   Eucalyptus dives 81 

Common Raspwort   Gonocarpus tetragynus 72 

Grey Guinea-flower   Hibbertia obtusifolia 69 

Wattle Mat-rush   Lomandra filiformis 57 

Silver Wattle   Acacia dealbata 54 

Pink-bells   Tetratheca ciliata 53 

Sword Tussock-grass   Poa ensiformis 50 

Prickly Broom-heath   Monotoca scoparia 45 

Common Hovea   Hovea heterophylla 44 

Silvertop Wallaby-grass   Rytidosperma pallidum 44 

Cluster-headed Mat-rush   Lomandra longifolia subsp. exilis 38 

Slender Fireweed   Senecio tenuiflorus s.l. 38 

Small Poranthera   Poranthera microphylla s.l. 37 

Twining Glycine   Glycine clandestina 37 

Weeping Grass   Microlaena stipoides var. stipoides 37 

Common Woodrush   Luzula meridionalis 36 

Cotton Fireweed   Senecio quadridentatus 36 

Purple Coral-pea   Hardenbergia violacea 35 

Hop Bitter-pea   Daviesia latifolia 34 

Slender Rice-flower   Pimelea linifolia subsp. linifolia 33 

Stinking Pennywort   Hydrocotyle laxiflora 33 

Grey Tussock-grass   Poa sieberiana var. sieberiana 28 

Common Woodruff   Asperula conferta 27 

Small St John's Wort   Hypericum gramineum 27 

Common Cassinia   Cassinia aculeata subsp. aculeata 25 

Black-anther Flax-lily   Dianella revoluta var. revoluta s.l. 24 

Flaxleaf Fleabane   Erigeron bonariense 24 

Blackwood   Acacia melanoxylon 23 
 

  

                                                           
5
 Victorian Biodiversity Atlas Flora25 Database 
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Appendix 2 Threatened species and ecological  communities in the Upper Ovens 
Valley6 

Threatened Ecological Vegetation Communities in the Upper Ovens Valley 

Common Name Scientific Name 

Conservation Status 
(Victoria) 
FFG Act* 

Conservation Status 
(National) EPBC Act. 

ECOLOGICAL VEGETATION CLASSES AND COMMUNITIES 

Alpine Sphagnum Bogs and Associated Fens Threatened* Endangered 

Swampy Woodland Endangered  

Plains Grassy Woodland Endangered  

Riparian Forest/Swampy Riparian Woodland Mosaic Vulnerable  

Swampy Riparian Woodland Vulnerable  

Billabong and Floodplain Wetland Aggregate Vulnerable  

Mountain Valley Riparian Woodland Vulnerable  

Riparian Forest/Swampy Riparian Woodland/Riparian 
Shrubland/Riverine Escarpment Scrub Mosaic 

Depleted  

Valley Grassy Forest Vulnerable  

Various alpine and sub alpine wetlands, heathlands, herbfields 
grasslands and Rocky outcrops. 

Rare and threatened*  

Threatened Species in the Upper Ovens Valley 
 

Common Name Scientific Name 

Conservation Status 
(Victoria) 
FFG Act* 

Conservation Status 
(National) EPBC Act. 

FLORA 
Buffalo Sallow-wattle Acacia phlebophylla Rare*  

Fern-leaf Baeckea Sannantha crenulata Vulnerable* Vulnerable 

Dwarf Sedge Carex paupera Vulnerable*  

Silky Snow-daisy Celmisia sericophylla Vulnerable*  

Australian Anchor Plant Discaria pubescens Rare*  

Purple Diuris Diuris punctata Vulnerable*  

Buffalo Sallee Eucalyptus mitchelliana Rare (Endemic to Mt 
Buffalo) 

 

Rough Eyebright Euphrasia scabra Endangered*  

Snow Pratia Lobelia gelida Vulnerable* Vulnerable 

Eichler's Buttercup Ranunculus eichlerianus Rare  

Kerrawang Commersonia dasyphylla Endangered*  

Buffalo Leek-orchid Prasophyllum suttonii s.s. Presumed extinct*  

FAUNA 

Mammals 
Spot-tailed Quoll Dasyurus maculatus maculatus Endangered * Endangered 

Brush-tailed Phascogale Phascogale tapoatafa Vulnerable*  

Southern Greater Glider Petauroides volans Vulnerable 
Vulnerable 
IUCN Red List 

Eastern Pygmy-possum Cercartetus nanus Near threatened IUCN Red List 

Long-footed Potoroo Potorous longipes Vulnerable* 
Endangered 
IUCN Red List 

Grey-headed Flying-fox Pteropus poliocephalus Vulnerable* 
Vulnerable 
IUCN Red List 

Eastern Horseshoe Bat 
Rhinolophus megaphyllus 
megaphyllus 

Vulnerable* Eastern Horseshoe Bat 

Broad-toothed Rat Mastacomys fuscus mordicus Endangered* Vulnerable 

 

  

                                                           
6
 Victorian Biodiversity Atlas 
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Common Name Scientific Name 

Conservation Status 
(Victoria) 
FFG Act* 

Conservation Status 
(National) EPBC Act. 

Birds 
Lewin's Rail Lewinia pectoralis Vulnerable*  

Eastern Great Egret Ardea alba modesta Vulnerable*  

Australasian Bittern Botaurus poiciloptilus Endangered  

Grey Goshawk Accipiter novaehollandiae Vulnerable*  

Black Falcon Falco subniger Vulnerable*  

Barking Owl Ninox connivens Endangered*  

Powerful Owl Ninox strenua Vulnerable*  

Sooty Owl Tyto tenebricosa Vulnerable*  

Turquoise Parrot Neophema pulchella Near threatened*  

Swift Parrot Lathamus discolor Endangered* Critically Endangered 

White-throated Needletail Hirundapus caudacutus Vulnerable Vulnerable 

Grey-crowned Babbler Pomatostomus temporalis Endangered*  

Chestnut-rumped Heathwren Calamanthus pyrrhopygius Vulnerable*  

Speckled Warbler Chthonicola sagittatus Vulnerable*  

Painted Honeyeater Grantiella picta Vulnerable* Vulnerable 

Regent Honeyeater Anthochaera phrygia Critically endangered* Critically endangered 

Diamond Firetail Stagonopleura guttata Near threatened*  

Apostlebird Struthidea cinerea  Threatened*  

Aquatic 
Murray Spiny Crayfish Euastacus armatus Near threatened*  

Flat-headed Galaxias Galaxias rostratus Vulnerable 
Critically Endangered  
IUCN Red List 

Trout Cod Maccullochella macquariensis Critically endangered* Endangered 

Murray Cod Maccullochella peelii Vulnerable* Vulnerable 

Two-spined Blackfish Gadopsis bispinosus   IUCN Red List 

Reptiles 
Alpine Tree Frog Litoria verreauxii alpina Critically endangered* Vulnerable 

Alpine Bog Skink Pseudemoia cryodroma Endangered*  

Brown Toadlet Pseudophryne bibronii Endangered*  

Spotted Tree Frog Litoria spenceri Critically endangered* Endangered 

Growling Grass Frog Litoria raniformis Endangered* Vulnerable 

Insects 
Golden Sun Moth Synemon plana Critically endangered* Critically Endangered 

 


